
 

 Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi, Romania 

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      1. Latest news  

 Impact of the 2024 European Parliament elections on the economy and finances of the 

EU. The European Parliament elections, scheduled for June 6-9, 2024, hold immense 

significance as citizens across the European Union exercise their democratic rights to shape 

the future of the EU. These elections play a pivotal role in determining the direction of 

policies, legislation, and overall governance within the EU, shaped by the Members of the 

European Parliament (MEPs). The outcomes impact the economy and finances of the 

European Union. 
 

More information at: https://www.newslettereuropean.eu/impact-of-the-2024-european-parliament-elections-on-the- 

economy-and-finances-of-the-eu/  
 

 How 2024 elections will affect EU energy policies. Energy has played a crucial role in global 

politics in the last few years, and the 2024 elections in Russia and the United States could 

further enhance its importance, especially for the European Union. 
 

More information at: https://www.newslettereuropean.eu/how-2024-elections-will-affect-eu-energy-policies/ 

 

 The EU Commission - The Data Act entered into force on January 11. This means that 

individuals and businesses will have better access to data in the EU market. Thus, individuals 

will benefit from cheaper repair services for smart devices, they could receive customised 

services and have better access to data collected or produced by a device. Also, the new 

rules will better protect small business from unfair contractual terms in data sharing 

contracts, giving them a stronger voice on the data market. The Data Act will be enforced 

in 20 months, starting with September 11, 2025. 
 

More information at: https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/european-data-act-enters-force- 

putting-place-new-rules-fair-and-innovative-data-economy 
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 The Council of the EU – Partial negotiations have started for creating a new single support 

mechanism for Ukraine's recovery, reconstruction and modernisation.  The Ukraine Facility 

is going to provide Ukraine not only with the EU’s financial aid, but also, with coherent, 

predictable as well as flexible support for the period 2024-2027.  It is the first time in 

Europe’s recent history that such a mechanism is created and used to help a country at war, 

with all its unpredictable challenges. 
 

More information at: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/01/10/ukraine-facility-council-

agrees-on-elements-of-new-support-mechanism-for-ukraine/ 
 

      2. News for practitioners  

 New economic and social policy recommendations to EU countries for 2024. This year, 

the EU is facing a number of important challenges, such as high inflation and high energy 

prices, that we need to tackle to improve the EU’s competitiveness. For 2024, the 

Commission is recommending to remove bottlenecks to private and public investments, 

support a favourable business environment, and develop the necessary skills for the green 

and digital transitions.   
 

More information at: https://commission.europa.eu/news/commission-makes-recommendations-eu-

countries-and-reviews-2024 
 

 European Committee of the Regions – The 10th European Summit of Regions and Cities will 

take place this year in Mons, Belgium, between 18-19 of March. Leaders from around the 

world will share their visions on adequate local solutions for different issues regarding 

present global challenges that communities have to face such as sustainable development, 

innovation, inclusion and diversity. Registration for the event is already opened. 
 

 More information at: https://cor.europa.eu/en/summits/2024?origin=spotlight  

 

      3. News for academia and students  

 International Day of Education education. Education is a human right, a public good and a 

public responsibility.The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 24 January as 

International Day of Education, in celebration of the role of education for peace and 

development. Without inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong opportunities 

for all, countries will not succeed in achieving gender equality and breaking the cycle of 

poverty that is leaving millions of children, youth and adults behind. 
 

More information at: https://www.unesco.org/en/days/education 
 

 Strengthening higher education-school partnerships for green and digital innovation- This 

Education Spotlight presents key lessons and inspiring examples of policy and practice to inform 

collaboration between secondary education and higher education. The Spotlight was prepared 

by the OECD Higher Education Policy Team as part of the Education and Innovation Practice 

Community (EIPC), an action of the European Union’s New European Innovation Agenda. 
 

More information at: https://education.ec.europa.eu/news/strengthening-higher-education-school- 

partnerships-for-green-and-digital-innovation 
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 The 2024 call for proposals for the “European Universities” initiative is open – As part of 

the Erasmus+ programme, the 2024 call for proposals for the “Europea Universities” initiative 

has been published and remains open until 6 February 2024. The ‘European Universities’ 

initiative is part of the ‘Partnerships for Excellence’ action supported by Erasmus+ and aims to 

encourage unprecedented institutional cooperation between higher education institutions by 

supporting the establishment of transnational alliances between universities across Europe that 

develop a structural, sustainable and long-term systemic cooperation in education, research 

and innovation. 
 

More information at: https://www.newslettereuropean.eu/the-2024-call-for-proposals-for-the- 

european-universities-initiative-is-open/ 
 

 The European Institute of Public Administration – EIPA is organising an online conference 

entitled International Benchmarking Study: Public Sector Performance Results 2023 Edition. 

The event will take place between February 8 and 9 and it will be live streamed. The policy 

areas evaluated in the study are Economy, Infrastructure and Science, Technology and 

Innovation; Social Security, Employment, Income and Wealth; Environmental Protection and 

Climate Change. The study examines the performance of the public sector in 35 countries, 

including the EU Member States, from 2020 to present day, and with a future projection for 

2025. Registration can be done using the EIPA website. 
 

More information at: https://www.eipa.eu/event/online-conference-international-benchmarking- 

study-public-sector-performance-2023-edition/ 

 

 

 

 

 Follow us for more updates on the EU-PAIR site: http://eu-pair.uaic.ro. 
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